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ALCUTTA, Jan. B.—~The amir of
C Afghanistan srrived in this city

yestardny and immediately made

it known thiat his visit wan of a

puraly private character. Never-
heless, formnl cnlls weaprs exchanged he-
tween the amir and the viceray, and then
the amir setiled Sown (o a program of
sightsoeing

That really 1s t™he end and alm of the
fjourney, which I8 a remarkabls one. The
amir s & tourist, and as he 8 for the fArut
tima In his Ufa outsids iha houndaries of
his native country, he i Informing himeel?
and enjoving himself as only & traveler
can who s under no neceasnity of conslider-
ing the ecost of pleasure or of anything
elue that Interests him.

He left his capital, Kabul, late in D
cember, and has been on the way evep
since, pausing when and whers he Iwted,
making mds excursions to soe Molnts of
Interest or to pray at famous shirines For
this private unoMeial tour he surrounded
himaelf with A retftiue of no lems than
1600 persoma, who are now qusrtersd In
this alty.

It must be diMeult for Amertcans to get
an adequate conception of the amir either
s & man or a ruler, for thers Ian no couns
try with which new world people come In
direct or even diplomatic contact that
offers any sort of analogy to Afghanistan
and its civillzation. There Is civilization
in Afghanistan; thers are stone houses,
splendid palaces, an oxtraordinary litera-
ture, which itself implles sducationnl (nst)-
tutions; well organized government, laws,
souris, army, police; but there In not ons
mile of milroad. and thers are fow othar
rosds suitable for woeeied vohleles: and
fta monarch, & man of native Intalligence
and highly educated aceording o Afghnn
standards, has had his first ride in & rall
way traln this month, his first ride In a
motor our, nnd has had his eyes opencd
In many other respects to things which by
mare foree of fumillarity we have coma
to regard as sasential accompanimenis of
elvilizsation,

Afghanlatan is one of the few countries
from which Great Britain had to retrest
aftér guining a footheld on the soil. Bee
fore the middle of the last century the
Afghans drove out the British gurrisons
and thelr defendants with great slaughter,
No serious attempt has bsen made to re-
cover military control of the country, but
what tho Britlsh army fuled to do has
been accomplished mo far as is necessary
for Britlsh interests by diplomacy and
money,

After much negotiation the late amir,
father of the present ruler, agreed that
Afghanistan should aoccept the advice of
the Britsh government in Indla on all
questflons relating to fereign sffalrs. This
means in plain languuge that Afghanistun
is dependent on Great Britaln, 1t cannot
make war with or onter treaty relations
with any other government and ocannet
maintain agonts or representatives in for-
slgn capitals.

Bo far as lts domestic affulrs are con-
eerned, however, Afghanistan s as inde
pendent as the United States and the amir
ia its absolute ruler. He Is In his own per-
son the court of appeals for all kinds of
canea and he cam abrogate the laws or pro-
clalm new ones without let or hindrance
from Great Britain. There were two con-
siderations whioh induced the late mmilr to
deprive his country of individuality in the
list of natlons—the payment to him by the
Indlan government of $00,000 annually and
tha guarantes by the Britsh government
that Afghanistan should be protected
agalnst unprovoked aggression.

The country covers an area about equal
to that of the New England states, plus
New York. Its population ls estimated at
peariy 6,000,000, The present mmnir was
born In’ 1872 and succeeded to the thyune
in Oectober, 1001 4

He formally reaffirmed his father's treaty
with Great Britain in 1006 and at that time
announotd that he weuld make & jeurney
to India In 1907, His efMciad designation i
mather formidable to Engliah-reading syes,
but really not more se than the complets
designation of other monarchs, the king of
England, for exampla (o whom officlally
wo must refer as ‘‘Nis most axoellent ma)-
esty, EXiward the Beventh, by the grace of
God, of the United Kingdom of Groeat
Eritain and Ireland, and of the Brittah de-
minjons beyond the seas, king, defeander
of the falth, emperor of Indla.” The amirs
designation Is “his highness Slraj-ul-millat.
wad-din Amir Habibk Ullah Kkan,' which ls
comparatively modest in dimensions howe
ever grand it meaning may be. Since his
ne lon he has also beén mads a grand
comymander of the Order of 8¢. Michasl and
Bt. George.

The amir supports a conslderable haren.
It s not known how many conoublnes he
haa, but thera are four rogularly recog-
nized wives, the chief of whom, kunown as
the queen wife, enjoys an allowance of
EE00 & year. The allowances of the other
wives are R0, 0N and 5,0, ae-
eording to senlority,

Thers |8 also & gqueesn mother in this eom-
plex family, and It {s well known that the
young monarch has a menkey and parrot
time of It in maintaining domestie dls
cpline. The queen wife, who was formerly
& slave girl, and whose besuty infatusted
Habib Ullah while he was yet & prince, s
& termagant of the fAercast descriplion.

Bhe s madly jealous obviously with
eauss sfough, and bas not viewed the ao-
cosslon of other wives with any degres of
squanimity, but she cannot help herself,
pecause the amir mulntains, and the law
justifies him, that his rank entities him to
at least four wives Sa the guemn wite
takes it out on bhar attendants. Bhe chas-
tises them freely and frequently, and thua
far has killed three of thesn with her own
hand. Abominable as this may seem In the
oyoes of weatorn civilization, the worst of 1t
ia, o fur ws the amir s concernsd, that
the quéen mother, the quean wife and all
the other wives wre forever Interfering in
polltica, Thair jealousiss and confilating In-

triguss keep the court in turmoll, and
teiure Of offlce s precarious, for Hablb
Ullah s not celetirnted for irmness. He lo

good natured and prone to avold trouble by
yialding to it

In his Journey through Indla bhe has besn
omepltuous for hi=s amiably gqualities and
those that should mark a sovercigm, No
end of siorles are new current that tell of
his unaffected dignity, courtesy, apprecia-
ton of all attentions pald o hinf® and

Prattle of the Youngsters

Teacher--Johnny, can you wll me what a
hypocrite ia?

Johnny—Yes, ma'am, ItU's & boy what
coineg 10 school with a smile oo his face

Teacher (n nual",-ulf wralning school)-—
What may be regurded au Lhe fuorerunner
of the moders automoblle?

Bhaggy Halred Pupl—-Anybody that gits
in ita way.

W
A little b-year-old awoke ol moroing and

gused (n wonder at the mpnows-oovered
ground, the first he had ever seen.

“"Oh, Eddls' be caclalmed, turnlng o
bis older brother, “mow you'll get It

mamma will whip you for spiiling all the
it outside ™

—_—

Bmall Tommy—Our teacher whipped & boy
today for whispering, but it didn't 4o any
Food.

Mamma—Why not?

HSmall Tommy—"Cause it made bim holles
tan times Wuder than he whispored

e ————————
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most of all, his childllke ourfosity.

He entercd British territory en January 4
and recelved a formal welcome from a rep-
rasentative of .the Indian government i
the very frontier, but 1t was not untll he
reached the Important city of Agri, ten
days Iater, that demonstrations of cone
sldorable magnitude ocourred. Meanthne
on the way from Peshawar be paused at
Nowsheva and Attock, frontler towns,
where he Industriously took in all the
slghts, quite in the manner of an Amer-
loan tourist ln London or Paris.

The fortresses in these towns naturally
commanded his attentlon, and at Attock
he made a trip to & new bridge In process
of construction over the Idus. On thils oo-
caslon ho walked far out on thé structure
where footing was anything but safe and
easy In order to remlisa the helght of the
bridge above the river,

After leaving Attock he diverged from
the malin road In order to visit Birhind and
pray at the shrine of 8heikh Ahmad. It
wns during this first stage of the journey
in India that he made acqualntance with o
rallrond. He arrived at the station half
an hour after the traln wis scheduled (o
start, but the tralm bad been held for him.

A further delay then ansuved owing to
the amir's reluctance to risk himaelf on
the strange contrivance, but at length he
swallowed his fears, manifestly, observers
say, becaups he deemed it unbecoming In
& monarch to shrink from what was fae

e ——————

Makes a Sighfseeing Tour Outside His Domain
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millar to Englishmen, and went aboud
The event abuhdantly justined his repus-
nanee to rallway travel

There was no disaster, but the engineer
had to make up lost time, and the train
was Tun at very high speed for nine miles,
the distance to the wmir's next stopping
plaee, It moade Hablb Ullah seasick. The
amir was a wreck when the train halted.
It is sald, nevertheless, that the monarch

bore himeself weall In thie distressing predic-
amant, There was no whinlng, no tecror,
but rather an evident exercise of all the

will power he had to avold displaying his
weakness

There Is no question that the flis of the
Journey were more than compensated by
the good time the amir had at Agran. Ha
liked everything from the bagpipe salute
that greeted him on wrrivid as a feature
of his formal reception to the remurkmbio
apectacle of a vast erowd bathing in the
Jumina river during the eclipse of the sun,
The acoompanying ploture, taken By an
Agra photographer, indicates the interest
that any traveler would take In the scena,

The formal receplion wos nacessarily
largely of a millary character. 'The entire
gurrison was turned out on parade and
reviowed by the visiting monarch, who
rode on o horss, the cavalry in hls retinue
galloping after him with all the abandon
of Cossacks,

It was during this review that one of the
pleasantest Incldents of the journey oo-
curred. The weather, which s usually
warim and daszingly bright at Agra, wos
ns bad as It could ba there A driszling
rain fall steadily all duy and the wind bad
a Alsheartening chill,

Boldlers were permitted to wear thelr
overcontsn untll the amir was actually ot
hand, when, as a token of respect, they

were doffed. Presently one of the British
ofMioers escorting the wmir noticed that he
wins minus wn overcoat. The oMoer sug-
gestod that be was In danger of catoling

a wavere ocold, for his clothing was
drenched.
“It dossn’t matier,” he responded. "1

. .

One of the Richest Provinces of North Alrica

(Copyright, 107, by Frank G, Carpenter,)
RAN, Western Algeria, Fel. 30.—

(Bpecinl. Correspondence of The

Bee)—1 have left Morocco and

am now traveling In  African

France. [ landed at Oran three
woeks ago, and have alrendy made my Wiy
through the rich lands of the Tell, scrosa
the high pilsteaus ‘which are upheld be-
twean the rangesa of the Atlas mountalns
and down Into the desert of Bahara, 1
am now back In Oran, the chief seaport
of western Algeria, and am about to start
on & Mi-mile mallroad journey eastward to
Alglers, the capital .

————
frican France.

Before I n desoribing my travels I
want to tell you what the Frenoh have in
Africa.  Thelr possessions include more
than one-third of the continent, & territory
several hundred thousand wmiles larger than
the whole United States, together with
Alsaka and our vutiying colonles. Practle-
ally the whole of the Sahara west of the
Libyan desert belongs to them, and that
alone is half as big as the United Siates
proper. They have ‘an enormous district
south of the Babara which I8 known aas
French Centrul Africa, and several colonles
nlong the gulf of Gulnea. The Prench
Congo, which is north of the Belgian Congo,
runs northward a0 as o take in a part of
Lake Chad, and covers, all told, an nrea
tan times as large as the state of Illinols,
It te inhablited by 15,000,000 peocple, the most
of whom are Jot black negroes of the most

debased typesa

The richest of the French possessions,
howaver, are along the south coast of the
Mediterranean sea, comprising tha two
great states of Algerin and Tunisia. Of
these Tunisia Is a protectorate. It is al-
most absoiutely governed by the French,
and they are rapldly developing it. Algeria
on the other hand ls now a part of the
French republic. It 1s a French state, It
holds 1ts own elections and It has three
senators and six deputies In the Parlla-
mant at Paris. Its governor goneral is &
Frenchman and most of Its officials are
natives of the French republic,

R —
Beast French Colony,

Indead, Algeria !s by far the best place
of property France has outside her own
boundaries. 1t ls her great winter garden,
which furnishes the chief vegetables for
all the French clties and the granary which
supplies a large part of her Nour. Fast
steamers carry the garden stuff scroas the
Meditarranean In & day and in thirty-six

hours It Is for sale In the Halles Ceneral
in Paris. Bome of the best wines used In
France are made In this country, and

Algeria gives France Imports to the amount
of sixty odd millon dollars a year. France,
herself, annually sends forty or fifty mil-
llon dollars’ worth of her wares to Algeria
and the trade between the two onuniries
steadily grows

Many look upon Algerin as a lttle strip
of mountaln and dessrt. The truth (s, that
part of 1t lying wong the Maditerransan

and running back up the foot hills of the
Atlas, has soms of the richest soll upon
earth. It is only from thirty to & hundred
miles wide, but is several hundred mllos
long, Including a territory about as large
as New York and Massachusetis combined.
It has more good ljand by far than both
of those stites. This land s known as the
Tell. It runs clear across Algeria and on
into Tunisia. It has been for centuries the
granary of this part of the world. The
Phoeneclans and Carthaginians buflt em-
pires upon it, and It was for a long time
one of the principal bread baskets of im-
perial Rome. It was fought for by the
Vandals, the Greeks and in the eighth
century was conguered by the Arabs, whe
made the country Mohammedsan, as it is

today.
——
Bird's-Eye View of Algeris.

Algeria consists of these rich lands of
Tall, of the high plateaus of the Atlas just
below them and of the foothills running
down to the Sahara The country I just
about as long from east o west as from
Philadelphia te Clevelund, and as wide as
from Washington to Boston by way of
Now York. It contains altogether as much
jand as all New England added to New
York, Pennsylvania, New Jerwey and
Loulsiana

It 1s divided into three provinoes, each
beginning at the Mediterranean and cut-
ting moross to the Sahars The Isrgest
of these s &i the east and I known as
Constantine. It ks almost as big as Minoe-

sota and it has several hundred thousand
more people. The next in Alglers, which
is not far from the size of Missourl, with
a population of 1,600,000, and the other s
the western provinee of Oran, ‘where 1 am
writing. Oran ls Just about the size of
Fennsylvania and its gopulation is more
than a milllon,

The tuial population eof the whole coun-
try now approximaces 5,000,000, and of these
almost 400,00 are French. There are also
several hundred thousand other Europeans,
made up of Bpaniards, Italians, Maltess
and Jewa. The rest of the Algerians are
Mobhsmmedans, Africans, and three out of
every five of them ls un Arab. There are
also about 70000 white Africans koown
as Kabyles und about 63,000 Jews

——
Negroes and Ex-Slaves.

Hare In Oran there are & large number
of Epanlards and many negross who were
originally brought wcross the SBahara as
slaves and sold In the market of Alglors
In sotne of the Algurian ouses the people
are about all negroes and [ see many here
in the town, The negro wWomen often act
as shampooers in the Moorish bath houses,
and muany of thse men are baggass, who
dance about singing weird songs to the
clasliing of queer lron cymbale One such
followed my carriage today and 1 made
& photograph of him. His dance was a
sort of a Nuutch dance, oconsisting of a
continuous contortion of the hips and a
twisting of the walst

But let we give you & ploture of this

town of Oran. It la the chief seaport of
wostern Algerin, and (s the second city
of the whole country In size. It contalne
about 100000 people, and ls more French
than Alglers liself. It Is mituated not far
from the borders of Morocoo and almost
directly south of Cartagins in Bpain. The
Strait of Gibraltar is about as far away
as the distance betwesn New York and
Boston, and it takes about two days to go
by ship from here to Marseilles. The port
has & fine harbor, consisting of & besutiful
bay with a high, rogged mountain look-
ing down upen it. East of the mountain
there Is & gulley or canyon with low hills
extending off to the castward, and In and
on the sides of this ls the town of Oran.
Ther: is some flat ground for the wharves,
but back of them the bulldings of the
eity ollmb the hills, in three great ter-
maces, glving every house an outlook over
the Medlterranean séa.

Down near the port are great warshouses
flled with alfa grass, bage of whoeat and
oats, great hoguheads of wine and other
stuflf ready for export. The wharves are
plled high with such wares; and lmmense
drays, each ocarrying four or flve tone, are
bauled up wnd down the hills by mules. I
have seen bers seven huge bognheads of
wibe en one dray drawn by four mules
hiteched up tandem, and other drays carry-
ing londs that would seems an Imposalbilivy
in the United Btutes. All tratfic here goes
upon two wheels, and that from the losd of
five tons on & oart with & bed tweanly fest

(Ooatinued ou Page Beven.)

TWO GENTLEMEN OF THE VILLAGE NAIGRE
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have an overcoat In nry oarriags, but when
§ mw that the soMiars wars not wearing
theires I gouM not think of putting an
mine.”

That remark mads the amir popular at
onos, and his popularity Inoreased with
avery day that passed. He oconverses wall
with all mAnner of people and, llke the
trus fdourist, seems to belleve that every-
body he meets can tell him somaething ife
toresting.

For sxample. after the parads and while
he wan still surrounded by BRritlah ofMcers
of algh rank, he saw a tall, good-looking
woman crossing the grounda

“Who is she?' he asked

They told him that she was the wife of &
cominon mergeant.

“I want to spenk to her.,” aald he

Anvbody who hae had the alightest come
tact with milftary 1ife In Amerioa or alse-
whore will percelve the astounding natuge
of this request. The British sergeant is &n
eansntial fefturs of the military establishe«
meit, doubtless a very good sort of fallow,
too, and his wife I8 & neceasary person and
presumably estimable. but it s not think«
abls that she should breathe the same adr
ar a colonel's wile, much loas A general’s,

The offcors. thinking that the amir had
misunderstond, repasted the explanation
that the woman was & sergeant’'s wife hut
he blandly refternted his wish to speak to
her, and the smbarrsssed officers could do
nothing but summen her. Bheo was sadly
flustered st thus being brought into tha
presenos of royalty with her orinary
clothes on, but the amir had littie AlMmonlty
in putting her al her aase, and they oo~
versed for gquits ten minutea .

This 8 & fair sample of all the happes-
ingn during Habib Ullah's stay at Agra.
He had s guestion for everything ha saw,
gometimea childish, sometimes shrewd], but
all betraying an eager interest In his ad-
ventures,

t waa In Agra that he took his first ride
in & motor par, Lord Kitchaner ACOOTPANY =

Ing him,
tw'u years, It was the gift of a distant
admirer, but 1t haa lain unused in the

royal stables ever sinoa it was dellvered at

abul, :
K'nu-rn was nobody to run the thing, per-
haps, though It is hardly concelvable, for
the late amir establishod several fnotories
at Kabul where memnitlons of war Aare
muide, an well as other artioles that require
the mervices of akillad mechanics,  More
likaly the amir's reluotanoe to uilwu’i
traval wan the manifestation of a genoral |
distrust of wheeled contrivanoes, and the |
motor car may hivs been n('uﬂnd_ ("I 3
thing best lot alone.

ln: that oar will be put Into commiasion
as soon a8 the amir returns te Eabul The
roads are govd In and around Agre. Lorid
Kitchsner took him at a moderais mpood!
sevoral milés into the country. |

Hablb Ullah was dalighted and m=isted’
that the mashine be driven at full spocd om |
the way back. He made known his intens-’
ton of using his own osr In the future, |
mﬂllilnkmwmmthul‘
there will presently be a reform in the |
roads of Afghahistan.

mmm:muummpm-m-
loon while he was at Agra, but he 4ld not
intimate that aeronautics would be mmle
the fashlonable diversion at Kabul, Mo=
toring first presumably, and when the odge
has worn off that balloon, perhaps.

1t 18 rather sirilcing that while the amir
was lgnorant of motor ours and rmllways
and much elss that pertains to the ordle
nary life of western civillzation he haa
long been fumiliar with and personally ex=
pert at photography. While he was yet &
prince he took an excellent ploture of hia
futher, and more recéntly he has taken one
of himself. Both thess productions of tha
royal photographer accompany this letter.

The Amir Is a Mohammedan, of COUraa,
and very Gavoul. His sightscsing wia
always intertrupted at sunset for prayers,
on which occasions he would call In a loud
voloe; “If there are any Mohammedans
hears let them now withdraw to pray."”

1t was his ruiigtous faith rather than his
ouriosily as & tourist that led him to make
;lpodntrlpmsuiurbd..\mwhen
stands the Tuj-Mahal, one of the most
beautiful bulldings In the world. It waa
bullt about 0 yoars ago by the Hmperor
Bhah Jahan as & mausoleum for bis favorite
wife, and the emperor himself, one of
the groatest in Indian history, ia also
buried there.

The Taj-Mahal s mere than a building,
the majestic tomb being the centril feature
of elaborate gardens some 80 yards long
by more than 390 wide The gardens are
as besutiful in one way as the muausoloum
s in another. They are crossed by canals
lined with white marble, there are numer-
ous marble fountains, and grateful rolief
to the prevailing white tone in & pumber
of troes

mmouum stands on a marbie
terrnoe olevated eslghteen fest above the
gonerul Jevel of the gardens. The maln
bullding, 31§ fest square, s roughly speak-
ing. & wsuperb shell enclosing the tomb
proper, whish is & special structure in the
interdor sowme 188 feol square.

There sre no winSows, light being 8-
mitted through screend of marble trellls |
work of the most exquisite deslgn. The
device would maks ths Interior of the buside
ing gloomy If it were @t up in New York,
bat tn Indla the atmosphere Is ususlly B0/
blinding bright that the sffect in an agree-
able softening of the glare that is nlesly
adjusted to the most effective displsy of |
some of the most wenderful decerative |
affacts known to sarchitecture.

The walls are in messios in which twelve |
different precious stooes fgure n amasing
sbundance. Among the jowels used In
thess murwl decorations are agntes, bicod-
stones and jaspesrs, but the lapls lasulf
leads In quantity and befillaney of effect
't s tmpossible to estimats the money
value of the materisis Gsed In this remerk-
able structure, but it is knewn that .00
men were occoupled twenty-twe years in
ersotipg . The Amir visited the Taj.
Maha! as & religious duty and prayed thaere,

There ia one festurs of the Amir's con-
versation that 8 altoether nowvel. 1o
manaxes never o leave hia lesteners in
the slightest doubt a# to the intent of his
remarks. “Oentlsmen™ hs will say, “T
am about to make & joka™ or, “Oentlemen,
I am about to tell & funny story.” And, to
dlinoh the certainty of svolding misunders

Urually the average man's good judy-
ment showe up & p% minutes late '

The man who is willlng to do anything
W seldom without saything to An

A man may admit that be is & fool but
ft 1= seldomn meww to his scqualntanoes.

If a man s ignorant he may learn, hul
o he knowe teo maoh there I8 mo hope (o

1l

posing & the defendant In
-proiise sull

o siatistios nlnetenths of th
oommit suloide are married.
is wnDectssary.

verage man dlslikes to give up hisy
seat in & crowded our th & woman becau
be she will think he s trying :q

& proumising youns man hus hunl}
-

:
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It's
Jove with & youny mab when #he begine t
want

.




